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The Historical Society of St. Catharines 
 

P.O. Box 25017, 221 Glendale Avenue, Pen Centre, St. Catharines, Ontario L2T 4C4 

 

Our mission and goal is to increase the knowledge and appreciation of the 

history of St. Catharines and area. The Society was founded in 1927.  Our 

Society is affiliated with the Ontario Historical Society.   
 

The Society gratefully acknowledges the support of the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 
Website: http://stcatharineshistory.wordpress.com  Newsletter editor: John Brenton, hssc.newsletter@gmail.com  
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100 YEARS AGO 

Ontario residents were first required to register 

their motor vehicles in 1903. Originally, vehicle 

owners provided their own licence plates using 

metal numbers fastened to a leather tab to be 

displayed on their prized flivver.  In 1911, the 

province began to issue plates that needed to be renewed and replaced annually.  The 1920 plate is described as 

dark green serial numbers on a painted white flat metal plate.  The provincial coat of arms and "ONT 1920" is 

positioned on the left hand side of the plate.  The Dominion of Canada had enacted the Canada Highways Act 

(1919) to provide funds to support the construction and improvement of provincial highways.  This expansion 

of drivable roads and later the reduction of tariffs on cars would encourage sales of the automobile in the post-

WWI era. 1920 was the last year the Ontario provincial crest would be used on licence plates.  This would also 

be the last year of flat plates in Ontario for 100 years.  Fully embossed metal plates would first appear in 1921 

and would remain so until the current day.  Flat licence plates returned with the recent redesign in 2020.   

http://stcatharineshistory.wordpress.com/
mailto:hssc.newsletter@gmail.com
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PORT DALHOUSIE PASSENGER STEAMERS  

A series describing steamships servicing the early Port Dalhousie passenger trade, by Roger Bradshaw 

 

LAKESIDE 

LAKESIDE was a wooden propeller built in 1888 at Windsor.  She measured 121 feet in length, a 26 foot beam 

and 9.3 feet in depth.  Intended for the service from Windsor and Detroit to Leamington and Pelee Island, she 

entered service in 1888.  She did not last long on Lake Erie, for later the same year she was brought down the 

Welland Canal to Toronto.  LAKESIDE was then placed on the Toronto-Port Dalhousie run. 

In 1901, an amusement park was built at Port Dalhousie, along side a bathing beach.  The park was the 

brainchild of the N.S. & T (Niagara, St. Catharines & Toronto) railway and its local electric streetcars operated 

to it.  The development was named Lakeside Park, and it is highly probable that it took its name from its 

location, but also from the steamer that was operated by its owners.  In the very early years, LAKESIDE was 

docked above Lock One at Port Dalhousie, but by the time the park was operating her dock had been moved to 

a wharf on the lower harbour’s west pier immediately adjacent to the park and its rail connection.  Passengers 

arriving at Port Dalhousie by steamer could board the electric streetcars and ride on into St. Catharines or over 

to Niagara Falls.  This provided a quick and easy route in a day of poor roads and primitive road vehicles.  

LAKESIDE not only served the regular Toronto-Port Dalhousie run, but on a number of occasions, she carried 

excursions direct from Port Dalhousie to Toronto’s Island Park. 
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When DALHOUSIE CITY joined 

the fleet in 1911, LAKESIDE was 

retired from active service.  She 

spent a short period of time in lay-

up in Muir’s Pond above Lock One 

at Port Dalhousie.  In July 1911, 

LAKESIDE was sold to a Port 

Colborne contractor and she was 

used to carry supplies to various 

construction sites.   

LAKESIDE was acquired in July 

1920 by John E. Russell of Toronto 

and he rebuilt her as a tug.  She 

was rechristened JOSEPH L. 

RUSSELL in honour of the owner’s father.  By this time forty-one years old, a ripe old age for a wooden hull, 

she had a complete refit during the summer of 1929.  She returned to service in the autumn of that year.  On 

November 15, 1929, JOSEPH L. RUSSELL was bound up Lake Ontario enroute from Montreal to Toronto.  In 

tow she had the barge 

AUGUSTUS, laden with lumber 

from British Columbia.  Once out 

on the open lake, she encountered 

heavy weather and off Point Petre 

she began to take in water.  Her 

pumps were unable to handle the 

inflow of lake water and she soon 

foundered.  Her crew left the 

sinking tug in the lifeboat and 

managed to row ashore at 

Cobourg. 

LAKESIDE ended her days on the 

storm-swept waters of the lake on 

which she had operated for almost 

her entire life.  It was a fitting end 

for a steamer that had served so 

well. 

 

HISTORY QUOTE 

“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten” 

- English journalist, short-story writer, poet and novelist Rudyard Kipling, 1865 - 1936 
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175 INTERESTING THINGS TO SEE IN ST. CATHARINES 

A series describing local historical sites, by Bill Stevens 

 

THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS' ASSOCIATION of CANADA MEMORIAL BOULDER 

The Lincoln Historical Society, now known as The Historical Society of St. Catharines, was instrumental in 

establishing a United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada group in St. Catharines. On June 27, 1934 an 

organizing meeting was held at the YMCA with over twenty people attending. Fred Parnell, then Lincoln 

Historical Society president was elected President of the new U.E.L. group. This connection meant the two 

groups held several joint functions for several years. 

One of the first joint functions, the Lincoln Historical Society assisted in, was an event held on Thursday, 

December 27, 1934, at 3 o'clock, in Memorial Park in St. Catharines. An unveiling ceremony was held to 

dedicate a large "Memorial Boulder" to the United Empire Loyalists. Following the ceremony an afternoon tea 

was held at the Welland House. This boulder originally sat beside the Niagara River, at the half way point 

between Niagara-On-The-Lake and Queenston, and was considered a landmark by the early settlers who 

portaged along that route. The U.E.L. Branch applied to the Niagara Parks Commission for permission to move 

the boulder to this site, and it was granted. The small plaque inscription reads as follows: "THIS BOULDER 

WAS ONCE THE HALF-WAY MARK BETWEEN NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AND QUEENSTON”. 
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The inscription on the larger plaque reads: "This memorial is erected in proud memory of Pioneer Ancestors 

and to commemorate the One Hundred and Fiftieth anniversary of their arrival in the Niagara District as United 

Empire Loyalists 1784 - 1934  Erected by the United Empire Loyalists Association of St. Catharines and 

District." 

Memorial Park is located on the 

north side of St. Paul Street West, 

just east of Yates Street and next to 

what was the Merritt home where the 

main city War Memorial is located. 

This site was selected by the newly 

created U.E.L. branch committee 

consisting of President Fred Parnell, 

Vice President Mrs. Henry 

O'loughlin, Mrs. Beard, and Misses 

Blanche Durham and A. Beatrice 

Dwyer. 

 On Saturday, May 31, 2003 a 

ceremony was held to dedicate a flag 

pole to fly the Union Flag above the 

Memorial Boulder. The flag is an older version of the Union Jack that flew over the Kingdom of Great Britain 

between 1606 and 1801.  It is considered the flag of the United Empire Loyalists who entered British North 

America after leaving the Thirteen Colonies following the American Revolution in 1776. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

In the early 1900s, the safety razor was gaining popularity over the 

traditional straight razor (complete with leather strop) for home use.  

Soldiers of the Great War had been issued kits that included the new 

Gillette safety shaving 

system.  Effective use of a 

gas mask required a clean-

shaven face.  When the men 

returned home they 

continued to use the safety 

razor system.  Disposal of 

used razor blades was made 

easy with a convenient slot 

in the bathroom wall or 

inside the medicine cabinet 

where the razor blades could 

be deposited when they were dull.  Over the years, rusty metal razor blades were accumulated in the wall cavity.   

Renovators of older homes should be aware of this potential hidden hazard buried within the walls!  



March 2020 Page 6 

 

JANUARY MEETING: HSSC Members Show & Tell 

The annual Show & Tell meeting revealed an interesting and eclectic variety 

of items and stories from our members.  Items included a pristine century-old 

family quilt, items of china and glass, a leather saddlebag embossed with the 

insignia of the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery, a WW1 discharge 

certificate and a wide-angle panorama class photo from St. Catharines 

Collegiate Institute c. 1934. 

FEBRUARY MEETING: History of the Regional Municipality of Niagara 

Former Regional Councilor, Don Alexander provided a historical overview of the Regional Municipality of 

Niagara, now celebrating it’s 50
th

 anniversary. 

 

LECTURE PROGRAM – MARCH to JUNE 2020 

Program Subject to Change 

Join us at the St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre on the 4
th

 Thursday of the month from 

September to November and January to June.  Learn more about local history through our excellent lecture 

program featuring a wide variety of expert speakers.  The program starts at 7:30pm with Museum staff 

presenting a historical artifact from the museum collection related to the lecture topic at each meeting.   

 

2020                                                                                                                                                    

MARCH 26  “Tales from Beaverdams”, presented  by Sarah King Head, Honorary Historian for 

Thorold.  A discussion of the interesting characters around Beaverdams and St. Catharines.  

 

APRIL 23  “The Donut: A Canadian History”, by Dr. Steve Penfold.  A presentation of the 

Canadian history of this ubiquitous snack, glazed and sprinkled with a local twist. 

 

MAY 28   “Landscape of Nations” presented by local Metis speaker Michele-Elise Burnett.  A 

presentation of findings that uncover indigenous layers that have been dormant for 13,000 years. 

 

JUNE 25  “Hamilton & Scourge”. Merchant schooners pressed into service for the American 

Navy prior to the War of 1812 foundered in Lake Ontario during a sudden squall on August 8, 1813. The 

sunken wrecks of these vessels were located in 1973, beneath 300 feet of water approximately 10.5 kilometres 

northwest of the lighthouse at Port Weller near St. Catharines. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: APRIL 23, 2020 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the Historical Society of St. Catharines will be held April 23 at the 

monthly meeting at the St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre @ 7:30pm.  Members in good 

standing are entitled to vote on issues that help to shape the Society.  Please review the minutes from the 2019 

AGM which are attached as an addendum to this Newsletter. 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  

The annual season for the Historical Society of St. Catharines starts every September and runs through to the 

final meeting of the season in June.  The Historical Society endeavors to have something for everyone interested 

in local history and puts your membership dollars to work in our monthly lecture series and production of the 

HSSC newsletter.  The HSSC invests in research and support for projects that align with our mission of 

increasing knowledge and appreciation of St. Catharines and local area history.   

Members in good standing receive the HSSC newsletter 4 times a year. 

If you do not receive future newsletters please check that you have paid your dues for the season. 

Thank you for being a member and supporting the Historical Society of St. Catharines! 

Membership dues can be paid at any HSSC Meeting or mail a cheque to: 

The Historical Society of St. Catharines 

P.O. Box 25017, 221 Glendale Avenue, Pen Centre 

St. Catharines, Ontario L2T 4C4 

 

Make cheques payable to: The Historical Society of St. Catharines 

 

o Individual Membership: $15  

o Family Membership $20 
 

Your membership information will not be shared with any other group or business.  To receive your newsletter 

by email we ask that you provide your e-mail address on the membership form.   

 

Name(s):                                                                                                                                              

 

Address:                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                 

Postal Code:                                           Telephone Number:                                                                                                     

 

Email Address:                                                                                                                                            

 

 I would like to receive the Society Newsletter, meeting reminders and notices by e-mail 

 I would like to receive the Society Newsletter by print 
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ADDENDUM: Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Historical Society of St. 
Catharines 

 

Held at the St. Catharines Historical Museum, April 25, 2019. 

 

President Dave Willer welcomed all to the meeting at 7:30 p.m. There were approximately seventy-five (75) 

members and guests in attendance: therefore we had a quorum. The meeting was previously announced in the 

March 2019 newsletter and at earlier general meetings. 

 

First, Dave introduced Anthony Percival of the Museum. Anthony gave a concise presentation of the Museum’s 

new online portal which will allow the public to access its collections digitally through the City’s website which 

leads to the Museum’s page. He showed with a brief power point demonstration how one can search for 

photographs, objects, Standard newspaper items, and books by subject, name, date etc. Anthony also announced 

that the Museum will hold two (2) Family History workshops, on May 11, 2019 and September 28, 2019. Please 

register in advance. 

 

The annual general meeting was then called to order. Dave Willer asked that last year’s AGM minutes be 

approved. They had been published in the Historical Society’s May 2018 newsletter.  Pat Richardson moved 

and Brenda Zadoroznij seconded that the minutes be approved. A show of hands indicated that all were in 

favour. 

 

Volunteer auditor Tom Whitelaw presented the 2018 financial report as produced by our treasurer Chris Loat. 

Tom read the statement of approval written by himself and volunteer auditor Carol Gaspari, as well as 

observations on the state of the Historical Society’s finances. HSSC “has a reasonably consistent pattern of 

revenues and expenses from year to year. Membership dues are the largest revenue source followed by the 

Provincial grant.” “The society continues to have substantial financial reserves (bank balances and G.I.C.s of 

$16, 346 at yearend 2018) which could cover almost 6 years of operating expenses at the 2018 rate.” The 

Financial Report itself showed a total operating income of $2884.62 for the year 2018. Total operating expenses 

were $2812.31, with an operating surplus of $72.31. Capital (G.I.C.) transactions showed a change in total 

assets of $599.71 from 2017. Questions from the floor were concerned with the change in membership funds 

(almost doubled from 2017) and also the provincial grant: how is it calculated and do we expect to receive it 

again this year? (Dave Willer’s answer: we are not sure.)  Tom Whitelaw moved and Bill Stevens seconded that 

the report be accepted. All were in favour: approved. 

 

Memberships: Pat Richardson gave a brief report. She has computerized our membership system. She reported 

113 current, paid-up members. (Pat was counting each membership, including family memberships, as one 

membership.) Thirty-six (36) members have not renewed. But we are still receiving new memberships. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Elizabeth Finnie read a report to the effect that 2018’s correspondence was fairly 

routine. Reports were submitted to the Ontario Ministry of Consumer and Business Services and to other 

organizations.  We received several queries each month, mainly by email (hssc.contact@gmail.com) through 

our website (stcatharineshistory.wordpress.com.) We answered these queries ourselves if we were able, or 

referred them to other organizations.  In the Fall of 2018 we wrote to the Mayor and City Council to request a 

deferral of the proposed demolition of the historic Victoria Lawn superintendent’s building until a study of the 

building could be completed. The demolition was deferred. Also in 2018 we received an unpublished 

manuscript on the life of William Hamilton Merritt, written by Allan J. MacMillan in 1938. MacMillan had 

served in the Princess Patricia’s Regiment, was severely wounded in WW1, and died in 1948. The manuscript 

came with a letter written by Thomas Rodman Merritt to whom the book was dedicated. Once the biography 

has been seen by most board members it will be donated to an appropriate local institution. The book’s title is 

“The Father of Canadian Transportation: the biography of Honorable William Hamilton Merritt.” 

mailto:hssc.contact@gmail.com
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Programmes: Dan Sundy was programme director for 2018-19. He wished to step down from that position and 

four (4) board members are now taking over as the committee. They are: Gail Benjafield, Pat Richardson, Roger 

Bradshaw and Elizabeth Finnie. Dave Willer announced that Nancy Cameron will be presenter at our next (May 

23, 2019) general meeting, speaking on the history of St. Paul St. At the June 27, 2019 general meeting there 

will be another group lecture by members of the Museum, on how to store objects and artefacts. 

 

Refreshments: Roger Bradshaw will continue to provide our after-meeting snacks. 

 

Constitution: Dave Willer asked for two (2) votes.  

The first concerned a minor change to our Constitution. This was proposed in the January 2019 

newsletter. The issue was to increase the number of board members who would be able to call a special board 

meeting. The current wording of the Constitution is: “6.1. Board meetings shall normally be held monthly 

except during the summer months. The president or any two officers may call extra meetings on a week’s 

notice.” This section excluded the ability of board members other than officers to call an extra meeting. Section 

5.0 of the Constitution defined the officers of the Society as: “5.0. Officers: the officers of the Society shall be 

the president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary and past president.” The proposed new wording would be “6.1. 

Board meetings shall normally be held monthly except during the summer months. The president or any two 

board members may call extra meetings on a week’s notice.” This change would allow all members of the board 

to initiate an extra board meeting. Dan Sundy moved and Robert Graham seconded that the Constitution be 

amended as laid out. All were in favour: Approved. 

 The second vote concerned a proposed increase in HSSC yearly membership dues. Dave Willer pointed 

out that we had not had an increase in dues for many years, and that costs such as newsletter production and 

postage keep mounting. Room rental fees have also risen. He also stated that with some additional funds we 

would be able to engage in a special project, such as a historical booklet. Therefore he called for an increase 

from $10.00 per year (single membership) to $15.00 per year, and from $15.00 per year (family membership) to 

$20.00.  Sarish Chopra moved and Tom Whitelaw seconded that the membership fees be increased as proposed. 

All were in favour: approved. 

 

Election of Executive: Elizabeth Finnie as a past president conducted the election of board members for the new 

term. She announced that all current board members were willing to stay on. The current officers are: President 

Dave Willer, Vice-President Brian Narhi, Past President Nancy Cameron, Treasurer Chris Loat, and Secretary 

Elizabeth Finnie. Directors are (in alphabetical order) Gail Benjafield, Roger Bradshaw, John Brenton, John 

Burtniak, John Calvert, Des Corran, Dennis Gannon, Pat Richardson, and Dan Sundy. Since we have a full slate 

of officers and directors, Elizabeth requested an “omnibus vote” to re-elect all serving board members. Mary 

Leighton moved and Dan Sundy seconded that the members be re-elected. All in favour: approved. Elizabeth 

declared the election over. 

 

Special Presentation: Dan Sundy introduced board member Roger Bradshaw as well as John Burtniak (who was 

not able to attend this evening). The topic was “Postcards from Port Dalhousie”. There are about two-hundred 

(200) postcards of Port Dalhousie in John Burtniak’s collection. John and Roger are producing a book featuring 

these cards. It should be available soon. Roger presented a show of these interesting old cards with commentary 

and some “after” photographs. Following Roger’s presentation there were questions from the audience. Dan 

thanked both Roger and John. 

 

Dave Willer declared the annual general meeting over for another year. Refreshments and social time followed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Finnie 

Secretary HSSC 

 


